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Archeologicalsitesare also likelyalong riversand Wilderness and Esthetics
streams that cross the 1002 area from the PhilipSmith The ArcticRefuge is the only conservationsystem
Mountains. These riverscould have providedfishingand unitthat protects,in an undisturbedcondition,a complete
would have been naturaltravelroutes between the coast spectrum of the arcticecosystems in North America.
and the foothills.Sitesknown from the rivercourses are Approximately8 millionacres of the refugeis designatedas
chieflytent rings,although two interiorsiteshave sod wildernessby ANILCA section702(3),and adjoinsthe 1002
houses. Points of particularpossibilityare high,well- area on the south and east,includingthe coastalplainfrom
drained banks, especiallynear stream confluences. the eastern1002 area boundary to the Canadian border.

Undiscovered sitesmay also be on high pointsof Wilderness is described by the WildernessAct of
land that provide overlooksabove the surroundingmoist 1964 (PublicLaw 88-557) as " * * * an area of
tundra;such spots are known to containarcheologicalsites undeveloped Federal lands retainingRs primevalcharacter
throughout most of northernAlaska and Canada. There and influence,without permanent improvements or human
are relativelyfew such locationson the 1002 area,and habitation,which is protectedand managed so as to
sites that have been identifiedin such locationsare preserveitsnaturalconditionsand which (1)generally
uniformlysmallscattersof lithicmaterial. appears to have been affectedprimarilyby the forces of

Archeological sites are even less likelyon the
nature,with the imprintof man's work substantially
unnoticeable;(2)has outstandingopportunitiesfor solitude

relativelystablesandy areas in riverdeltas. As with the or a primitiveand unconfinedtype of recreation;(3)has at
overlook sites,materialfrom blowouts in deltasis currently leastfivethousand acres of land of sufficientsizeas to
limitedto lithicremains. make practicableitspreservationand use in an unimpaired

The remainderof the 1002 area consistslargelyof
condition;and (4)may also containecological,geological,

flatto gentlyrollingtundra,now very wet. Such areas are
or other features of scientific,educational,scenic,or

historicalvalue." With the exceptionofthe two abandoned
leastlikelyto containsites,or to containsitesthat are DEW Line siteson the coast,the entire1002 area meets
susceptibleto discovery. these criteria(Gamer and Reynolds,1986). The coastal

plain in its present state has outstandingwilderness
Recreation qualities: scenic vistas,varied wildlife,excellent

Recreationaluse of the ArcticRefuge is variedand is opportunitiesfor solitude,recreationalchallenges,and
relatedto wildlifeor wildernessvalues. Types and amount scientificand historicvalues.
of recreationare limitedby the refuge'sremoteness, harsh

climate,and poor access. Fewer than 3,000 visitsoccur - The 1002 area isthe most biologicallyproductivepart
annually. Wet and moist ground conditionsin the short ofthe ArcticRefuge forwildlifeand isthe centerof wildlife
summer season make surfacetraveldifficult,and extended activity. Itserves as an importantcalvingground forthe
periods of cold and darkness during the winterreduce Porcupine caribou herd; itcontains a high percentage of
recreationaluses at thattime. Access is almost exclusively the refuge'sobserved muskoxen range; itis an important

by aircraftand iscostly. Nonetheless,recreationaluse of fallstagingarea forlessersnow geese; itprovidesnesting
the 1002 area is slowlyincreasingas itbecomes better habitatfor waterfowland shorebirds;and itis frequently
known and as scheduled airlineservicesto BarterIsland used by denning polar bears from the BeaufortSea

improve. population. Migratingcaribou and the postcalvingcaribou

aggregation offeran extraordinaryspectacle. The area

The most common forms of recreationarea are presents many opportunitiesfor scientificstudy of a

hunting,backpacking,and floattripson the largerrivers relativelyundisturbedecosystem. -

such as the Canning, Hulahula, and Aichilik.Other

recreationalpursuitsare wildlifeobservation,photography, Visualresources of the 1002 area encompass diverse

sightseeing,cross-countryskiing,fishing,and naturestudy. ecotypes and landforms. The irregularcoastlineof the

Most recreationistspursue severalof these activities. Beaufort Sea--characterizedby itsbarrierislands,lagoons,

Kaktovikresidentsalso engage in snowmobiling. beaches, submerged bars,spits,and riverdeltas--givesway

to the south to the gently risingcoastalplain. The

- In 1986, 14 hunting guides operated on the refuge, backdrop of the steeplyrisingBrooks Range, with itsdeep

though none guided on the 1002 area. Another 9 rivervalleysand glacier-cladpeaks, accents the abruptness

recreationalguides conducted group floator backpack trips and rugged beauty of the area.

on the refuge. One or two guides operated recreational

trips,at leastin part,on the 1002 area duringthe past 5 - Although the estheticvalue of the 1002 area had

years. Float-tripgroups average 6-12 people. Figureson been temporarilyreduced as a resultof seismic exploration,

nonguided recreationistsare unavailable,but probably fewer the area remains noteworthy and itswildernessvalues have

than 100 unguided visitsoccur annuallyon the ground in not been diminished. Recent botanicalstudiesshow that

the 1002 area. Several hundred visitorsflyover the 1002 recovery on the 1002 area is starting,with seismictrails

area annuallyto sightseeor en routeto otherpartsofthe less visibleinthe second year afterdisturbance(Felixand

ArcticRefuge. - others,1987).
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